THE PUBLICATION OF TOM JONES
text, the advertisement was taken from an old newspaper
which Fielding had by him or from that commonplace book
which, lie informs the reader, it was his cnstom to keep.
Hence, this note with specific date has no value for the
purpose in hand. Similarly, in the first chapter of the
seventh book Fielding quotes a passage from Boyse's
"Deity,'7 with the remark that it was published "about
nine years ago." As the poem appeared towards the end
of 1739, the inference may be drawn that Fielding com-
posed the chapter late in 1748. Such may have been the
case; but if so, then Fielding left this initial chapter until
the narrative part of "Tom Jones" was nearly completed;
it cannot be that he was writing the seventh book in the
autumn of 1748 or in any part of that year,

The reference to Boyse raises the question whether the
introductory chapters throughout the novel were not an
afterthought. Though that is hardly probable, I surmise
that several of them had to wait for the conclusion of the
novel. Only a few of them have any organic connection
with the story; for the most part they are mechanically
adjusted to it by a sentence or two, or are completely in-
dependent essays on the art of fiction such as might go
in one place as well as another* The initial chapters to
books fifteen and sixteen, it will be observed further, are
not only short but perfunctory as if the author, writing
one essay after another in a series, had grown tired of a
plan which he felt bound to carry out to the letter in order
that no book might be without an introduction. To sum
up without more illustrations, the endeavour to follow
Fielding closely in the composition of "Tom Jones" leads
into a perilous road for two reasons. He probably did
not write more than half of his initial chapters as he went
along with Ms story; and it was clearly his custom in
revision, perhaps as the book was going through the press,
to insert such references or allusions to persons and events

103 adroit turn of phrases. It is
